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	Hazard
	Harm
	People at risk
	Existing preventative measures
	New preventative measures
	Who? When?
	Probability (P) 1-5
	Severity (S) 1-5
	Rating (PxS) 1-25
	Benefits

	Walking offsite

	1. 
	Roads on walk to and from site
	Death / serious injury
	Children and adults
	Existing awareness

Risk apparent

Existing school rules:
Walk at all times
Adult makes decision about crossing road
Adult stays in road to stop traffic
Walk in pairs
1 adult at front and 1 at rear

	Remind children about rules 

Monitoring during walk
	EG before each walk and all adults as appropriate
	1
	5
	5
	Road safety awareness 

Risk-management

	2. 
	Poisonous berries / plants on path
	Illness
	Children and adults
	Existing awareness

	Explanation to children of Nil by Mouth rule – no pick no lick

Monitoring

Point out particular plants
	EG at start of sessions and all adults throughout programme as appropriate
	2
	4
	8
	Nature awareness

Risk-management


	3. 
	Public / strangers on walk
	Abduction
	Children
	Adult at front and back of line

Existing awareness
	Reminder of rules

Vigilance
	EG / adults
	1
	5
	5
	Risk-management

Community links

	Forest School Areas 

	4. 
	Fences
	Injury
	Children and adults
	Existing awareness

Risk apparent
	Explanation of risks to children

Monitoring of appropriate behaviour
	EG at start of sessions and all adults throughout programme as appropriate
	1
	2
	2
	Risk-management

	5. 
	Pond
	Death / injury / discomfort
	Children and adults
	Pond area is locked

Pond in FS Area has a cover on

Existing awareness

Risk apparent
	Explanation of risks to children

Monitoring of appropriate behavior:
· no standing at the edge
· no running
· washing hands afterwards
	EG at start of sessions and all adults throughout programme as appropriate
	2
	5
	10
	Risk-management

Environmental awareness


	6. 
	Litter 
	Injury
	Children and adults
	Existing awareness

Risk apparent


	Safety sweep before each session

Establish and monitor boundaries / no-go areas through:

Walk around site
Explanation of risk
Boundary games
Monitoring
Explanation of what to do if litter found (children not to touch)
	EG at start of sessions and all adults throughout programme as appropriate
	2
	4
	8
	Risk-management

Environmental awareness





	7. 
	Uneven ground
	Injury
	Children and adults
	Existing awareness

Risk apparent
	Point out particular areas of uneven ground

No running in woods
	EG at start of sessions and all adults throughout programme as appropriate
	1
	3
	3
	Physical development

Resilience

Sensory awareness

Risk-management

	8. 
	Falling branches
	Death / injury
	Children and adults
	Existing awareness

Risk apparent
	Assessment of risk on the day, taking into account weather conditions

Involvement of children 

	EG at start of sessions
	1
	5
	5
	Risk-management

Environmental awareness

Sensory awareness

	9. 
	Tree-climbing
	Injury
	Children
	Existing awareness

Risk apparent
	1:1 adult: child ratio

Adult and child to check ground under tree for sharp objects and tree for loose / rotting branches

No higher than arm reach or chest height 
	EG to establish rule

Adults and children
	2
	4
	8
	Physical development

Risk-management


	10. 
	Shrub layer / ground cover
	Scratches, stings, trips, falls
	Children and adults
	Existing awareness

Risk apparent
	Appropriate clothing

Point out particular dangers

Games to make children aware of surroundings

No running in woods


	EG at start of sessions and all adults throughout programme as appropriate
	3
	2
	6
	Risk-management

Physical development

Resilience

Sensory awareness

	11. 
	Fox / dog / cat faeces
	Illness
	Children and adults
	Existing awareness

Risk apparent
	Point out possibility

Discuss what to do if in contact
	EG at start of sessions and all adults throughout programme as appropriate
	3
	2
	6
	Risk-management

Sensory awareness

	12. 
	Members of public / dog-walkers
	Unwanted attention
	Children and adults
	
	Remind children that it is a public place – be friendly but let an adult know if anything makes them uncomfortable

Observe boundaries

Adult to intervene as necessary

In extreme cases, call police and use Emergency Procedure
	EG at start of sessions and all adults throughout programme as appropriate
	2
	3
	6
	Risk-management

Community links

Social skills

	13. 
	Dogs
	Injury (physical and/or psychological)
	Children / adults (particularly those with fear of dogs)
	
	Identify anyone fearful of dogs

If dog arrives, adult to join him/her

Everyone: arms by side, voices low, as still as possible

Play games to reinforce

FS Leader to speak to owner
	EG at start of sessions and all adults throughout programme as appropriate
	4
	2
	8
	Risk-management

Resilience

Nature awareness

	14. 
	Poisonous berries / plants
	Illness
	Children and adults
	Existing awareness

	Explanation to children of Nil by Mouth rule – no pick no lick

Monitoring

Point out particular plants

	EG at start of sessions and all adults throughout programme as appropriate
	2
	4
	8
	Nature awareness

Risk-management


	15. 
	Sticks
	Injury
	Children and adults
	Existing awareness
	Explanation and demonstration to children of stick safety:
· Point downwards
· fine to carry if arm’s length or shorter
· no running with sticks
· if longer than arm’s length, hold end and drag or get someone else to hold the other end
	EG before any activities using sticks and reminders / monitoring throughout session as appropriate
	4
	2
	8
	Risk-management

Creativity

Teamwork



