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SEN & DISABILITY POLICY AND INFORMATION REPORT

Vision statement

Imagine a place where all are equal and all are different,
living compassionately, learning together,
embracing challenges, building tolerance and resilience,
standing strong and making a positive difference in God’s amazing world.

ALL EQUAL, ALL DIFFERENT, LEARNING TOGETHER IN GOD’S WORLD

1. Introduction

St John’s CE Primary school, is an inclusive school that operates with its school vision at the heart of all it does: all different, all equal; learning together in God’s world. 
All pupils are monitored continuously by their class teachers; information which is routinely shared with the SENCo to ensure that provision is appropriate and all pupils are making progress. 

2. The Local Authority Offer

Since the publication of The Children and Families Act in September, 2014, Local Authorities (LA) and school are required to publish, and keep under review, information about services they expect to be available for the children and young people with Special Education Needs and Disabilities (SEND) aged 0-25. This is referred to as the “Local Offer” 

The intention of the Local Offer is to improve choice and provide transparency regrading provision for all families. It will also be an important resource for parents in understanding the range of services and provision in the local area. 

Kent’s Local Offer can be found at: 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs

3. The School SEND Information Report

This utilizes the LA Local Offer to meet the needs of SEND pupils as determined by school policy and the provision that the school can meet. 
4. 
Your child has a Special Educational Need or Disability. What can St. John’s CE Primary offer?

At St John’s, we embrace every child as an individual and understand that their educational, and other needs, can be different. The questions and answers below are designed to outline information about the Local Offer from St John’s and how your child will be supported. 

4.1. Who do I talk to about my child’s SEND needs? 

The Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinator (SENDCo): At St John’s Mrs Keely Standing is the SENCo ; she works on Monday, Tuesdays and Fridays and can be contacted on 01732 453 944 or at senco@stjohnssevenoaks.co.uk

Her duties include: 

· Developing, implementing and reviewing the school’s SEND policy and practice.
· Coordinating provision for pupils with SEND and monitoring their progress alongside the Senior Leadership Team (SLT).
· Maintaining and regularly reviewing the SEND register.
· Supporting the identification, assessment and graduated response for pupils with SEND.
· Liaising with parents/carers to ensure they are fully involved in decisions about their child’s support.
· Coordinating and liaising with external professionals and services supporting pupils and families.
· Overseeing and contributing to EHCP applications, reviews and annual review meetings.
· Providing specialist advice, guidance and support to teachers and teaching assistants to enable pupils with SEND to make the best possible progress.
· Supporting staff training and development in relation to SEND.
· Supporting transitions for pupils with SEND within school and to the next phase of education.

Ensuring that you are: 

· Working in partnership with parents/carers to ensure they are fully involved in decisions about their child’s education.
· Ensuring parents/carers are kept informed about the provision in place and their child’s progress.
· Supporting and facilitating regular reviews of progress with parents/carers.

The Head teacher: Our Head teacher is Mrs Karen Miles

Her duties include: 

· Overseeing the SENCo and class teachers ensuring your child’s needs are met. 
· Ensuring the Governing Body are kept up-to-date on all SEND issues. 

The SEND Governor: Mrs Sonia Shah-Simmons 

Her duties include: 

Working with the Headteacher and SENCo to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of SEND provision and ensure statutory duties are met.

4.2. What are the different types of support available for students with SEND in our school? 
Class teacher input, via quality first teaching. 

The teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in the class. All teaching is built on what the child already knows, can do and understand and different styles of teaching are in place so all children can be fully involved in learning within the classroom environment. Specific strategies are used in the classroom to support children’s learning and the class teacher carefully checks on all children’s progress and will assess gaps in understanding / learning and any additional support required to help them make the best progress possible.

Specific group work 

Interventions may be run by the class teacher, teaching assistant, SENCo or another designated member of staff.

Specialist groups run by outside agencies 

Where a need has been identified a child may access: 

· Local Authority Services 
· Occupational Therapists 
· Speech & Language Therapists 
· Volunteer agencies

What could happen: 

You may be asked to give your permission for the school to refer your child to a specialist professional e.g. Speech and Language Therapist or the Specialist Teacher Service. This will help the school, and you, to understand your child’s needs better and enable us to support them effectively in school. 

4.3. How can I let the school know that I have concerns about my child’s progress in school? 

If you have concerns about your child’s progress, you should speak to your class teacher initially. If you continue to be concerned that your child is not making progress, you may wish to speak to the SENCo.

4.4. How will the school let me know if they have concerns about my child in school? 

If your child is identified as not making progress, or having an identified need in school, the school will set up a meeting to discuss this with you in more detail and to: 

Listen to any concerns you may have.

Plan any additional support your child may need. 
Discuss with you any referrals to outside professionals to support your child. 
Meet with you regularly to discuss their progress and seek your input. 

4.5. How is extra support allocated to children and how do they progress in their learning? 

The Head teacher decides on the deployment of resources for SEND, in consultation with the school governors, based on the requirements of needs in the school. The SENCo and Senior Leadership Team discuss all the information they have about SEND in the school, including: 

· The children getting extra support already. 
· The children needing extra support.
· The children who have been identified as not making as much progress as would be expected. 

From this information, they decide what resources/training and provision is needed.
The school identifies the needs of pupils with SEND through pupil progress meetings held with the class teacher and SENCo. Through these meetings, the needs of all pupils in each class are discussed. Any child who is receiving extra support will be tracked so that the impact of any support strategies and interventions can be measured. Provision is reviewed regularly, and changes made as needed, so that the needs of children are met, and resources are deployed as effectively as possible. 

4.6. Who are the other people providing services to children with SEND in the school? 

School provision 

All teachers are responsible for teaching all pupils within their classes. Teaching Assistants work in a supporting role in all classrooms, and they may deliver interventions throughout the school. Mrs Hazel Old provides specialist Maths tuition and Ms Naomi Griffiths is our qualified Play Therapist and Parental Support advisor. 

Local Authority provision delivered in school
Specialist Teacher Service 
External agency support delivered in school 
Speech and Language 
Counselling

4.7. How are the teachers in school helped to work with children with SEND and what training do the teachers have? 

Teachers are trained in using Kent County Council’s Mainstream Core Standards as well as understanding of the SEND Code of Practice, the recognition of different areas of need within SEND and child protection. Further training on the different categories of need is updated as and when it is needed.
4.8. How will the teaching be adapted for my child with SEND?

Class teachers plan lessons according to the specific needs of all groups of children in their class and will endeavor to meet your child’s needs. Teaching assistants work with the class teacher’s planning to ensure that lessons are adapted through questioning and appropriate resources. Specific resources and strategies will be used to support your child individually and in groups. Planning and teaching will be adapted daily if needed to meet your child’s needs.

4.9. What support is on offer for you as a parent of a child with SEND? 

Parent’s evenings occur on a termly basis and parents are welcome to contact the SENCo for updates on their child’s progress. The SENCo will provide all parents with the opportunity to meet regularly and advice from external agencies will be shared with parents and staff as appropriate. The SENCo also maintains the SEN page of the school website where a wide range of links to support parents can be found.

4.10. How will we measure the progress of your child in school? 

Your child’s progress will be continually monitored by their teacher. Their progress will be formally reviewed by the SENCo, class teacher and head teacher every term in maths, reading and writing. The progress of children with an education, health care plan will be formally reviewed at an annual review with all adults involved with the child’s education. The SENCo will also check that your child is making progress within any individual work and in any intervention group they take part in. Regular book scrutinies and lesson observations will be carried out by SLT to ensure that the needs of all children are met and that the quality of teaching and learning is high. Progress meetings for each class are held three times a year. 

4.11. How is St John’s CE Primary accessible to children with SEND? 

The school is a one storey building and is accessible via a ramp or steps. Corridors are white, wide, well-lit, and bright.

4.12. How will your child be supported when joining the school? Leaving the school? Or changing to another year group? 

Extended transition is provided for identified vulnerable pupils in Year 6 transferring to secondary school. Reception staff visit feeder pre-schools and nurseries in the summer term, when possible. New reception children and parents are invited into school in the summer term to ensure a smooth transition, including parent meetings and the children spending some time in the class. Transition meetings with pre-schools, nurseries and Secondary schools can also be arranged by the SENCo. The SENCo also maintains Pupil Passports, which are shared with teaching staff throughout the year. They are also forwarded to new year groups each July, so staff in new classes are aware of each child’s SEND needs. 

4.13. What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing? 

All pupils are supported by their class teacher and allocated teaching assistant. Close liaison between all members of staff ensures the wellbeing of children is always high on the agenda and discussions between the class teacher, SENCo and SLT identifies pupils who may need extra support. Pupils with medical needs/significant health condition will have a health care plan to record and monitor their needs being met at school. We safeguard the wellbeing of all children and staff training is provided to ensure there are first aiders available to deliver and record the necessary treatment.

4.14. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom? 

All pupils with additional needs are encouraged and supported to be fully involved in all areas of school life. All clubs and trips are open to all children and individual arrangements can be planned to ensure they are able to participate. For pupils with medical/physical needs a care plan will be discussed and set up between the school and parents. For children with SEND the school and parents will discuss the best way to support the child.
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