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A love of reading is the biggest indicator

of future academic success.

OECD (The Organisation for Econom ic Co-operation and Development )
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How does the check work?

Your child will sit with a member of staff
that they know.

They will be asked to read 40 words
aloud.

This takes just a few minutes to complete,
but there is no time limit.

If your child is struggling, the teacher will
stop.

It has been carefully designed not to be
stressful for your child.

2023 national curriculum assessments

Key stage 1

Phonics screening check
Pupils’ materials
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LETTERS AND
SOUNDS

Why we teach alien words
for Phonics Screening Check

A quick guide to alien words
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Alien words’ recap tabe ‘@1

The check will contain 20 ‘alien words’.

The children will be familiar with alien words and have already started reading them
this term.

Alien words assess children’s decoding skills and are used in lessons for the purpose
of preparing for the Phonics Screening Check only.

Children cannot read these words by using their memory or known vocabulary, so
they have to use their decoding skills. This is a fair way to assess their ability to
decode.

The Phonics Screening Check will be administered in June.




During the test your child can sound out but they are expected to blend the
word independently. It is their final answer that will be scored.

Last year, the pass mark was 32 out of 40. You will be informed of your child’s
mark when you get your child’s report.




How can | help my child?

-Hearing your child read the e-books set weekly and pitched at your child’s level.

-Reading a range of books to and with your child.

-Little Wandle Flashcards. Reminding children that some graphemes have more
than one sound — (follow the cue on the back of the card).




Grow the code grapheme mat
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When practising writing, try to refer to the ‘Little Wandle Sound Mat’ available

class page of the website.

Alternative Graphemes Mat
How to pronounce the sounds

Grow the code grapheme mat
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How to say the Phase 5 sounds

At Phase 5, children learn alternative graphemes for sounds introduced in Phases 2 and 3.

Sounds introduced in Phase 2

Show your teeth and let the 8 hiss out 555555 S58555

Dipen your lips a bit; put your tongue behind your teeth and make kn gn
the nnnnn sound nnnnn
Put your lips together and make the mmmmm sound mmmmim mb

Open your mouth into a little smile; make your tongue flat and move

t up towards the top of your mouthto saycee

ch

Show me your teeth to make a e sound e wr

D 1 push ph

the air

Dpen your mouth a little; put your tongue up to the top of your le al
mouth, behind your teeth, and prass U

Pucker your lips and show your teeth; use your tongue as you g dge ge
=3y 11l

Put your teeth against your bottom lip and make a buzzing sound ve

VWY VWY




How can | help my child?

-Play games! They don’t always have to be online. Although www.phonicsplay.com
does have some ideal, free games designed to practise targeted sounds as well as
revision of all sounds at all phases.

In readiness for the Phonics Screening Check, we are aiming for revision of all
Phase 5 sounds, but importantly practising all Phase 3 and 4 too.







Videos

Phase 2 sounds taught in Phase 2 sounds taught in Phase 3 sounds taught in How to say Phase 5 sounds
Reception Autumn 1 Reception Autumn 2 Reception Spring 1




Phexse 5 - Spring 1 week 3
Foous -l A al e isewe

Plense suppost your child to practise and reinforee the phonemes and graphemes we are
leorning in schocl. Mare informiorion and support can be found on the Lictle Wanele website -
s i, littlewandlelettersond sounds. Tescarnoes for- 5

Ve vallll b proding ond seiting wonds. Can oo see this weak's focus phonemes?
apple equal hawve

sparkle ice fireal

Leawve puddle mice

Vile vall be pooding ond weiting seaboes. Can tricky waords? e this
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| can see g giant, white bestle swimming in the puddles.

They can carry the huge metal elsphant up the stairs.
The mice are eating nice apples.

The space puzzle is hard to sclve.

Vit vaill e proacining tradey wawds. Con gou spot the tricky part of the word?
Mr Mrs Ms school call different

W valll be spellling wonds. Can you write these wordsT Com gou use the correct phonamas?

bubble total face give

Dear Parent(s)/carer(s),

Plea‘se scan this QR Code with any smart device to

view your child's homework.
Yours sincerely,

The Year 1 team

Key stage 1




Please feel free to have a look at some of the
phonics materials we have out and ask any

questions.
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