
Year 1 Phonics Screening 
Check 



What is the Phonics Screening Check?

• It is a quick check of your child’s phonics 
knowledge.

• It is not designed to create any stress or 
anxiety for your child.

• It assesses decoding skills using 
phonics.

• It consists of 40 words (20 real words, 
20 ‘alien words’).

If children do not achieve the required 
score in Year 1, they will retake the 
screening at the end of Year 2.

This term and next, we are preparing for the Phonics 
Screening Check



• Your child will sit with a member of staff 
that they know.

• They will be asked to read 40 words 
aloud.

• This takes just a few minutes to complete, 
but there is no time limit.

• If your child is struggling, the teacher will 
stop.

• It has been carefully designed not to be 
stressful for your child.

How does the check work?



What are ‘alien words’?



• The check will contain 20 ‘alien words’.

• The children will be familiar with alien words and have already started reading them 
this term.

• Alien words assess children’s decoding skills and are used in lessons for the purpose 
of preparing for the Phonics Screening Check only. 

• Children cannot read these words by using their memory or known vocabulary, so 
they have to use their decoding skills. This is a fair way to assess their ability to 
decode.

• The Phonics Screening Check will be administered in June.

‘Alien words’ recap



During the test your child can sound out but they are expected to blend the 
word independently. It is their final answer that will be scored.

Last year, the pass mark was 32 out of 40. You will be informed of your child’s 
mark when you get your child’s report.



-Hearing your child read the e-books set weekly and pitched at your child’s level. 

-Reading a range of books to and with your child. 

-Little Wandle Flashcards. Reminding children that some graphemes have more 
than one sound – (follow the cue on the back of the card).



When practising writing, try to refer to the ‘Little Wandle Sound Mat’ available on the 
class page of the website.



-Play games! They don’t always have to be online. Although www.phonicsplay.com 
does have some ideal, free games designed to practise targeted sounds as well as 
revision of all sounds at all phases. 

In readiness for the Phonics Screening Check, we are aiming for revision of all 
Phase 5 sounds, but importantly practising all Phase 3 and 4 too. 





What are the different phases?
Visit the Little Wandle website as there are videos designed for parents to 
access. 



Homework will continue in this 
format…

With the optional extra of…



Please feel free to have a look at some of the 
phonics materials we have out and ask any 
questions. 
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